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Executive Summary 

Child Friendly Smart City Knowledge Center (CFSCKC) is a joint initiative by Surat 
Municipal Corporation and UNICEF, implemented by UHCRCE. CFSCKC, through its 
various activities, works for the rights of children, survival, development, protection and 
participation.  

On occasion of 150th birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi, a national celebration & 
highlighting World Childrenôs Day (20th November), CFSCKC had planned 2-days ñChild 
Rights Melaò to promote childrenôs participation in their city vision. It was operationalized 
by UHCRCE and its lead partner óJeevanbharti Schoolô and alo0ng with 30 consortium 
partners of UHCRCE. The activities were led by two hundred student volunteers. This 
activity was In accordance with Objective 2 Output 7 of phase III proposal of CFSCKC. 
The ñMelaò was organized at Jeevanbharti School campus, Nanpura (Surat) for two 
days- 21st and 22nd November in which around six thousand students visited and 
learned child rights joyfully. 

The event was inaugurated by Dr Laxmi Bhavani, Chief of Field Office, UNICEF Gujarat. 
After inauguration ceremony with symbolic tree plantation and Morning Prayer, Dr 
Laxmi, in her speech appreciated volunteers and motivated children-to ñgrab the golden 
opportunityò to become aware about their rights. She highlighted not just to understand 
but to believe in child rights & practice them. She also appreciated the presence of 
elders to share the responsibility. All the stalls by network partners, children and NGOs 
were visited and experienced by all the dignitaries. 
 
On the second day, Hon. Municipal Commissioner Shri Bacchanidhi Pani IAS visited 
mela. ñLearning must be like this, beyond classrooms, beyond the regular science 
projects and must be behaviour change oriented. Similar learning events must be 
organized in Surat in all zones and periodically.ò -he quoted while exploring every stall 
and interacting with children. 
 
The Child Rights Mela brought different network partners in city working on child rights 
on single activity platform providing them opportunity to demonstrate their thematic and 
skills specializations The stalls were set up thematically where children learned about 
rights to health and nutrition, right to development, right to safety and protection and 
right to participate through interactive and specialized methods. The presenter students 
had a dress code of Gandhi topi saying ñMaro swapn, mara haqò (My dreams, my 
rightsò) and also a badge of ñI am Child rights championò. 6000 Children and citizens, 
from 40 schools and organizations, from all sections of society visited the Mela. 
 
Different games and activities included ï Scientific demonstration of Mosquito borne 
diseases, Health Snake and ladder, health charter of demands, Menstrual hygiene cloth 
pad making, healthy plate mapping, know your Body Mass Index, know your mood, 
charkha experience, know your constitution, education skit, climate change fancy dress, 
my bodyguard selfie point, listing and ranking safe spaces, road safety sign game, 
learning by doing óbest out of wasteô, cyber safety game zone and climate audit scientific 
experiments.  
  
The enthusiastic participation of children in Mela was well documented and covered by 
photography, video film, print media and social media.  
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1 Background   

ñHumanity has to do its best for the child.ò Declaration of Geneva.1989 states.  

Child rights are specialized human rights that apply to all human beings below the age of 
18. Universally child rights are defined by the United Nations and The United Nations 
Convention on Rights of Children (UNCRC). According to the UNCRC Child Rights are 
minimum entitlements and freedom that should be afforded to all persons below the age 
of 18 regardless of race, colour, gender, language, religion, opinions, origins, wealth, birth 
status or ability and therefore apply to all people everywhere. The UN finds these rights 
interdependent and indivisible, meaning that a right canôt be fulfilled at the expense of 
another right. 

Child rights in India, in its bid to become an ethical labour market to international 
corporations in 1991, ratified the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Children 
in 1992. The Convention stems from  desire to end the suffering of children, giving them 
instead a healthy, happy and safe environment that nurtured them physically, mentally, 
and emotionally. These facets find a strong resonance in the Convention. Child rights go 
beyond just human rights, which exist to ensure fair and proper treatment of people across 
the world, and promote their well-being. 

Further, the rights as described in the Convention have been summarised into the 
following fundamentals with references to various articles.(Source :savethechild.org) 

1. The right to an identity (articles 7 and 8) 

2. The right to health (articles 23 and 24) 

3. The right to education, (article 28) 

4. The right to a family life (articles 8, 9, 10, 16, 20, 22 and 40) 

5. The right to be protected from violence (article 19 and 34) 

6. The right to an opinion (article 12 and 13) 

7. The right to be protected from armed conflict (Articles 38 and 39) 

8. The right to be protected from exploitation (articles 19, 32, 34, 36 and 39) 

All children deserve equality, despite their difference. They are entitled to all of these rights, 
no matter what race, colour, religion, language, ethnicity, gender or abilities define them. 

In this context, CFSCKC had planned 2-days ñChild Rights Melaò to promote childrenôs 
participation in their city vision. It was planned in occasion of 150th birth anniversary of 
Mahatma Gandhi, a national celebration & highlighting World Childrenôs Day (20th 
November). It was operationalized by UHCRCE and its lead partner óJeevanbharti Schoolô 
and alo0ng with 30 consortium partners of UHCRCE. The activities were led by two 
hundred student volunteers. This activity was In accordance with Objective 2 Output 7 of 
phase III proposal of CFSCKC. The ñMelaò was organized at Jeevanbharti School campus, 
Nanpura (Surat) for two days- 21st and 22nd November in which around six thousand 
students visited and learned child rights joyfully. 

The central theme of the mela highlighted child rights (survival, protection, development 
and participation) themes around which the organizations set up their display stalls. The 
sub-themes included: 
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THEME SUB-THEME 

 
Right to Survival 

Physical Health 
Mental Health 
Vector borne disease control 
Nutrition 
Menstrual Hygiene and Practices 

 

Right to Development 

Right to education 
Play and leisure 
Environmental education 
Gender equity education 

 

Right to Protection 

Personal protection 
Road Safety 
Child Sexual Abuse Prevention 
Housing Safety 
Cyber Safety  
Personal Hygiene 
Protection from climate change and 
disasters like floods 

 
 

Right to Participate 
 

Life Skills 
Vocational and Livelihood Skills 
Participation through art 
Charter of demands 
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  2 The Process 

The Mela was organized by CFSCKC-UHCRCE, in collaboration with 30 city 
partner organizations, which work in Surat for children rights and development. The 
organizations included schools, childrenôs networks, NGOs, CBOs and academic 
institutions. The contribution of various SMC departments was also noteworthy.  

Multiple preparatory meetings between CFSCKC, lead partner and other partners 
developed a sense mutual understanding helped the work course in organizing the 
event.  

Each partner organization hosted one or two stalls to exhibit the child rights, through 
activities, posters drawn by children, interactive charts, banners and display 
standees. Maximum thrust of the event was on childrenôs participation.  

 

 
The tree of networkς 5ƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƻƴ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ǇƭŀǘŦƻǊƳ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ 
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ÅIdentification of Lead Partner and other 30 
partners

ÅCommon orientation meeting with partners

ÅThematic & Logistic Planning for the event 

ÅCo-ordination with participating children, their 
orientation on themes

ÅVenue and Stall Arrangements with lead partner, 
Preparation of Collatrals and designing the 
goody kits for children

ÅPrint and Social Media Promotion, invitations to 
guests, schools and citizens

Pre - event phase

ÅOpening ceremony with dignitary guests

ÅMela stalls activities

ÅJoy corner for children - Music, skit, art, drawing
activities

ÅLearning by doing

Mela event

ÅFeedback by partner organizations

ÅReporting and documentation

ÅPrint and social media coverage

ÅPhotographic and video documentation

ÅFelicitaion of participant children with
certificates

Post event phase

The event followed the following process ï  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UHCRCE NETWORK PARTNERS 
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3  Inauguration Ceremony 

ñLearning must be like this, beyond 
classrooms, beyond the regular science 
projects and must be behaviour change 
oriented. Similar learning events must be 
organized in Surat in all zones and 
periodically.ò 
 ïShri Bacchanidhi Pani, IAS  
Honourable Commissioner ,SMC 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ñThis is the first ever child rights mela 
happening in city of Surat, I urge all students to 
garb the opportunity and make the most of from 
the moment. Every child has a right to express 
his desires and elders around them are 
accountable to make sure children receive 
optimum love and care along-with safety and 
securityò.  
-Ms. Laxmi Bhavani 
Chief of field office, UNICEF Gujarat 
 
 
 
 

The event was inaugurated by Dr Laxmi Bhavani, Chief of Field Office, UNICEF 
Gujarat. Upon the inauguration ceremony with symbolic tree plantation and 
morning Prayer, the event kicked off with speech from the chief guest. 
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4 ACTIVITIES: RIGHT TO SURVIVAL 
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Stall No.1 a : Adolescents Health demands 
 Facilitator organization ï UHCRHCE (Adolescents responsive health system 

Why? 
Charter of demand for Adolescent 
Health Care Services - This activity 
was performed in order to collect the 
health care services related 
demands, suggestions, questions or 
any feedback from children. Children 
were free to write demands in English 
or Gujarati or Hindi language and 
submit in a specially designed 
ñdropboxò 
 
The objective was to document the 
childrenôs valuable vision for healthy 
Surat city. 

What? 
In all, 561 children enthusiastically submitted 
their demands. Many visitor schools, teachers 
and parents appreciated this kind of platform for 
children in context of rising health issues.  
Some of the common demands generated are ï  
 Å Health centres are not clean and hygenic 
 Å We should visit health center for healthy body 
and good health 
 Å Poor people can avail all the health services 
from their 
 Å They provide all the health services and 
medicines. 
 Å Behaviour of staff should be good 
 Å There should be proper sitting arrangement 
for the visiting staff 
 Å Clean taps for drinking water should be 
available 
 Å Doctors and nurse should be cooperative and 
kind 
 Å Free services should be available for the poor 
people 
 Å Health centres should maintain equality 
amongst all the patients. 

Stall No.1 b : Health Snake and ladder game 
Facilitator organization ï Sanmitra Education Trust 

Why? 
This game is similar to the classic 
snake & ladders game which 
illustrates healthy and unhealthy 
lifestyle patterns.  
The objective was to introduce and 
remind common healthy habits to 
children in fun way.  

What? 
In two days, 1188 children thoroughly enjoyed 
playing this game and have played it over 
several times as it is very entertaining and 
stimulating to them.  
Some messages from game were ï  
Child climbs the ladder when  
They see they use green vegetables are 
included in their food. 
Child is engulfed by snake when 
When they choose fast food and unhealthy 
beverages in their diet. 

 

 

Students sharing their suggestions for charter of demands.  

 
 
 




